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Bengal  Act  X of  1933 


3 & 6 Geor 
Vrc  61: 
b Si  7 Geo. 
V. c.  77; 

9 it  10  Geo. 
V,  c.  1 01. 


[THE  BENGAL  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  AMUSEMENT 

ACT,  1933.]' 


Adapted 


(a)  The  Government  of  India 
{Adaptation  of  Indian 
Laws)  Order,  1937. 

(b)  The  Indian  Independence 
(Adaptation  of  Bengal 
and  Punjab  Acts)  Order, 
1948. 

(e)  The  Adaptation  of  Laws 
Order,  1950. 

[9th  November,  1933.] 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better  control  of  certain  places  of  public 
amusement. 


Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  better  control  of  certain 
places  of  public  amusemcnL  and  for  the  prevention  or  gambling  in  such 
places; 

And  whereas  the  previous  sanction  of  ihc  Governor  General  has  been 
obtained  under  sub-section  (3)  of  section  8QA  of  the  Government  of  India 
Act  ir>  the  passing  of  this  Act; 

II  is  hereby  enacted  as  follows: — 


1.  (L)  This  Act  may  be  cal  led  the  Bengal  Places  of  Public  Amusement  Short  title, 
Acl  1933,  local  extent 

and 

(2)  It  extends  to  the  whole  of  2[Wcst  Bengal].  commencc- 

(3)  This  section,  section  3 and  section  12  shall  come  into  force  at  once  mcm 
and  the '[State  Government]  may,  by  notification  in  the  ^[Official  Gazette], 
direct  lhaL  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  Act  shall  come  into  force  in  any 

area  on  such  date  as  may  be  appointed  in  the  notification. 


tie ii.  Aci  IV 

of  IS66. 

[Jen  Act  11 
of  mtv 

XV  of  1 90S. 


2.  In  this  Acl  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the  subject  or  Definitions, 
context, — 

(1)  “Calcutta"  means  the  town  of  Calcutta  as  defined  in 
section  3 of  the  Calcutta  Police  Acl,  1866,  together  with  the 
suburbs  of  Calcutta  as  defined  by  notification  under  section 
1 of  the  Calcutta  Suburban  Police  Act,  1866,  and  the  Port  of 
Calcutta  as  defined  by  notification  under  section  5 of  the 
Indian  Ports  Act,  1908; 


TorSUiemcntofQbjeci  anil  Reasons,  rce  the  Calcutta  Gazelle  011933,  Pi.  TV,  page  156; 
and  lor  Rcpurt  of  ihc  Select  Committee,  xec  ibid,  page  274,  ami  far  Proceedings  of  ihe 
Council,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Bengal  Legislative  Council,  Vol.  XLII,  No.  l,pagc  157 
ami  ibid.  Vol,  XL1I.  No,  3,  page  66. 

The  words  within  square  b nickels  were  substituted  for  the  word  "Bengal"  by  Art,  3(2) 
of  the  Indian  Independence  (Adaptation  of  Bengal  and  Punjab  Acts)  Order,  J948. 

■The  words  ‘'Provincial  Government’'  were  originally  substituted  for  the  words  1 Local 
Government”  by  para.  4(1)  of  the  Government  oflndia  (Adaptation  of  Indian  Laws)  Order, 
1937,  and  thereafter  the  word  ”Si,iic”  was  substituted  fori  be  word ‘Trov  in  darby  pa  ra.d{J) 
of  the  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1 950. 

The  words  within  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  "Cntcutra  Gazelle"  by 
para.  A{  J)  of  the  Government  of  Indian  (Adapiaiinn  of  Indian  Law*)  Order.  1937. 
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[Ben.  Act  X 


(Sections  3-5.) 


Power  lo 
lie  cl  are 
no  lined 
places  ot' 
public 
ntmi&Lmcni. 


Prohibition 
to  open  or 
keep  open  a 
noi  i Tied 
place  of 
public 
amusement 
without  a 
licence. 


(2)  “Commissioner  of  Police"  means  the  officer  vested  with  the 
administration  ofPolicein  Calcutta  underthe  Calcutta  Police 
Acit  1866,  the  Calcutta  Suburban  Police  Act,  1866,  the 
Calcutta  Port  Act,  1890,  and  any  Act  amending  any  of  these 
Acts; 

(3)  "place  of  public  amusement”  means  any  place,  enclosure, 
building,  vessel,  lent,  booth  or  other  erection,  whether 
permanent  or  temporary,  where  music,  singing,  dancing  or 
any  diversion  or  game  or  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  same 
is  provided  and  to  wh  ich  the  public  are  admitted  either  free  or 
on  payment  of  money  or  on  any  other  consideration  and 
includes  a carnival,  circus  or  amusement  park; 

(4)  “prescribed"  means  prescribed  by  rules  made  under  this  Act. 

3*  The  T[State  Government]  may,  by  notification  in  the  ^Official 
Gazette],  declare  lhatany  places,  orclasscs  of  places,  of  public  amusement, 
specified  in  the  notification,  shall  be  notified  places  of  public  amusement 
for  Lhe  purposes  of  rhis  Act. 

4,  No  person  shall  without,  or  otherwise  than  in  conformity  wilh  lhe 
conditions  of,  a licence  granted  under  this  Act  open  or  keep  open  any 
notified  place  of  public  amusement. 


Ben.  Act  IV 
□nS66. 
Ben.  Act  11 
of  1 866. 
Ben.  Act  III 
of  1890. 


Licence  i o 
open  Jnd 
keep  open  a 
notified 
place  of 
public 
amusemcm. 


5.  (1)  The  Commissioner  of  Police  in  Calcutta  and  elsewhere  the 

District  Magistrate,  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  may,  on  receipt  of 
an  appl  icationin  the  prescribed  form,  con  taming  the  prescribed  particulars 
and  on  payment  of  the  prescribed  fee,  grant  to  any  person  a 1 icence  to  open 
a notified  place  of  public  amusement  and  to  keep  the  same  open  for  such 
period  as  may  be  specified  in  the  licence  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
prescribed  in  this  behalf. 

(2)  When  under  any  law  a licence  is  required  from  any  local  authority 
for  any  place  which  is  a notified  place  of  public  amusement  under  this  Act, 
no  licence  shall  be  granted  under  this  Act  in  respect  of  such  place  until  a 
licence  has  been  obtained  from  the  local  authority  concerned. 

(3)  A licence  may  be  refused  in  any  case  in  which  the  Commissioner 
of  Police  or  the  District  Magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be,  has  reason  lo 
believe  that  the  notified  place  of  public  amusement  will  be  conducted  in 


i ■ 
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'ike  focrnaic  3 on  page  239,  ante. 
:See  fooi-noic  J-  on  page  239,  anrer 
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■f  1933,] 


(Sections  6-8.) 

contravention  of  any  of  the  conditions  of  a licence  which  he  is  empowered 
to  grant  under  this  AcLor  is  likely  to  lead  toa  breachof  the  peace,  or  to  cause 
obstruction,  annoyance  or  injury  to  residents  in  the  locality. 

6,  The  ^State  Government]  may,  by  notification  in  the  -[Official 
Gazette],  declare  that  the  playingin  any  noiificdplace  of  public  amusement 
of  any  game  orclass  of  games  specified  in  the  notification  is,  in  its  opinion, 
against  the  public  interest. 


7.  The  Commissioner  of  Police  in  Calcutta  or  elsewhere  the  District 
Magistrate,  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction  may,  by  an  order  in  writing 
served  in  the  prescribed  manner,  suspend  the  playing,  pending  the  receipt 
of  ihc  opinion  of  the  1 [State  Government],  in  any  notified  place  of  public 
amusement,  of  any  game  or  class  of  games  which,  in  his  opinion,  is  against 
the  public  interest  and  shall  forthwith  refer  the  matter  to  the  1 [Stale 
Government]  for  opinion: 

Provided  that  no  such  order  shall  remain  in  force  for  more  than  two 
months  after  it  is  made. 

8.  (1)  If  the  Commissioner  of  Police  in  Calcutta  or  elsewhere  the 
District  Magistrate,  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  is  satisfied  thatany 
notified  place  of  public  amusement  is  being  kept  open  without,  or  in 
contravcmi  on  of  the  conditions  of,  a licence  granted  under  this  Act  he  may 
by  an  order  in  weiring,  served  in  the  prescribed  manner,  direct  that  such 
place  shall  be  closed  within  such  period  as  may  be  specified  in  ihe  order. 
If  the  place  is  not  dosed  within  the  period  so  specified  any  police  officer 
authorised  in  writing  in  this  behalf  by  the  Commissioner  of  Police  or  the 
District  Magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  take  any  steps  which  may  be 
necessary  to  close  the  said  place. 

(2)  The  owner,  the  lessee  or  the  manager  of  such  place  may  apply  in 
the  prescribed  manner  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police  or  the  District 
Magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  revision  of  an  order  passed  by  him  under 
sub-section  (1). 

(3)  Any  police  officer  not  below  the  rank  oT  an  Assistant  Sub- 
Inspector  may  enter  any  notified  place  of  public  amusement  if  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  such  place  is  being  kept  open  in  contravention  of  the 
conditions  of  a licence  granted  under  this  Act. 


'Jet1  fooi-noic  3 on  page  239,  ante. 
'■ See  foot-note  4 on  page  239,  ante, 
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declare 

certain 

games  to  be 

against 

public 

i merest. 


Power  to 
suspend  the 
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certain" 
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Power  to 
dose  any 
notified 
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[Ben,  Act 


(Sections  9-12.) 


Penalty  for 
unlawfully 
keeping 
open  ;i 
noli  lied 
place  of 
public 
:miuscmciii. 


9.  If  a notified  place  of  public  amusement  is  opened  or  kepi  open 
without,  or  in  contravention  of  the  conditions  of,  a licence  granted  under 
this  Aci  the  owner,  the  lessee  or  the  manager  of  such  place  shall  be 
punishable  with  imprisonment  fora  term  which  may  extend  to  six  months, 
or  with  fine  which  may  extend  to  one  thousand  rupees,  or  with  both. 


Pawky  for 
con  t raven- 
lion  of  an 
order  under 
scciinn  fi. 


1&.  Ifanolillcd  place  ofpublicaniusemcniis  kept  open  in  contravention 
of  an  order  served  under  section  8 the  owner,  the  lessee  or  the  manager  of 
such  place  shall  be  punishable  with  fine  which  may  extend  loonethgusand 
rupees  for  every  day  on  which  such  place  is  kept  open  in  contravention  of 
the  said  order. 


Powers  of 
Deputy 
Commiv 
siuncr  of 
Pul  ill-  and 
Sub- 

divisional 

Magistrate. 


11  * The  ^Staie  Government  J may  empower  any  Deputy  Commissioner 
of  Police  in  Calcutta  or  elsewhere  any  Sub-divisional  Magistrate  to 
exercise  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction  any  of  the  powers  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  or  of  the  District  Magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be, 
under  this  Acl: 

Provided  that  any  order  passed  by  a Deputy  Commissioner  of  Police 
or  Sub -divisional  Magistrate  may  be  reversed  or  modified  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  or  the  District  Magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be. 


Ru1<js.  12,  (l)  The 1 [Slate  Government]  may,  by  notification  in  the -[Official 

Gazette],  make  rules  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 

(2)  In  pariicular  and  without  prejudice  to  the  generality  of  the 
foregoing  power,  such  rules  may  provide  for  all  or  any  of  the  following 
matters  namely: — 

(a)  Ihe  form  of  applications  for  the  grant  of  licences  under  this 
Act  and  the  particulars  to  be  contained  in  such  applications; 

(b)  the  form  ofheenees  to  be  granted  under  this  Act  and  the  fees 
to  be  paid  for  such  licences; 

(c)  the  conditions  of  licences  to  be  granted  under  this  Act: 

Provision  may  be  made  by  such  conditions — * 

(i)  forihc  conductofthe  notified  place  ofpublic  amusement 
in  a decent  and  orderly  manner  and  for  securing  the 
decent  and  orderly  behaviour  of  all  persons  visiting 
the  same; 

(ii)  for  the  prevention  of  gambling  therein; 

(iii)  prohibiting  the  playing  of  any  game  or  class  of  games 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  '[State  Government]  is 
againsr  the  public  interest;  and 


\ 


lSee  fool-note  3 on  page  239.  nttie 
- Set * fool  note  4 on  page  239,  ante. 
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(Section  13.) 

(iv)  prohibiting  the  playing,  pending  the  receipt  of  the 
opinion  of  the  J[Siaic  Government],  of  any  game  or 
class  of  games  the  playing  of  which  is  suspended  under 
section  7; 

(d)  the  manner  in  which  orders  made  under  section  7 or 
section  8 shall  be  served; 

(c)  the  manner  of  making  applications  under  sub-section  (2)  of 
section  8 for  revision  of  an  order  passed  under  sub-section  ( 1 ) 
of  that  section. 

13.  No  civil  or  criminal  proceeding  shall  be  instituted  against  any  Indemnity, 
person  for  anything  in  good  faith  done  or  intended  to  be  done  under  (his 
Act. 


lSee  fooi-nole  3 on  page  239,  wife. 


